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IN NOVEMBER, UPFOR PRESENTS LIQUID HAND BY MSHR
October 16, 2013
Portand, Ore.

November 7 - November 30
Opening Thu November 7, 6 to 9 p.m., with live performance at 7:30 p.m.
Gallery hours Tue-Sat 11 to 6

Liquid Hand is an interactive sculptural installation by MSHR, an artist collaboration comprised 
of Brenna Murphy and Birch Cooper. Liquid Hand opens on November 7 with a First Thursday 
opening reception from 6 to 9 p.m. The reception includes a live performance by MSHR of 
approximately 20 minutes’ duration starting at 7:30 p.m. The show runs through November 30.

MSHR’s Liquid Hand acts as an “organic computer,” with access points that allow visitors to 
modulate light and sound produced by an array of hand-built, analog synthesizers that are 
implanted throughout. The installation also includes carved driftwood embedded with 
electronics, digital works on paper, digitally-fabricated sculptures, speakers, mirrors and sand. 
These discrete modular elements come together in a system that receives input and releases 
audio/visual output.

“We're interested in creating tools that extend the human sensory feedback system,” MSHR 
explains. “As you move through the space, your presence is reflected by the direct modulation 
of environmental effects. Circuits are completed by touching elements of the installation, 
activating waves of colored lights and ambient sound. This situates gallery visitors as explorers, 
able to discover relationships between the sculptures, the body, light and sound.”

MSHR is a collaborative art “organism” consisting of Portland-based artists Brenna Murphy and 
Birch Cooper. Murphy and Cooper formed MSHR in 2011 during their involvement with the art 
collective Oregon Painting Society, which was active from 2007 to 2012. MSHR has performed 
and exhibited domestically in New York, Chicago, Portland and San Francisco, and 
internationally in Vancouver, Canada; Düsseldorf, Germany; Goteborg, Sweden; Linz, Austria; 
London, UK; Mali Losinj, Serbia; Milan and Venice, Italy. Recent work includes performances at 
the Palazzo Peckham during the 55th Venice Biennale and PICA’s TBA festival in Portland, 
Oregon.

###

About Upfor: Founded in 2013 by Theo Downes- Le Guin, Upfor presents both emerging and 
established artists working in digital and other mediums. The 1,700 square-foot gallery offers a 
versatile exhibition and performance space in Portland’s visual arts district. The gallery is 
located at 929 NW Flanders Street, Portland, OR 97209. Gallery hours are Wednesday-
Saturday from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. and by appointment. For information about upcoming 
exhibitions, please visit www.upforgallery.com.
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